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world war broke out there was no popular hatred
against France, it was directed much more against
England, who was regarded as the true instigator of the
war. This feeling grew into a profound loathing of that
country ; Russia we regarded with a certain contempt;
but we looked on France as an enemy to be respected.
And if this attitude has completely changed, the reason
for it lies not in the war as such, but in the prolongation
of the war by French policy after the conclusion of
peace."

Barthou had of course often heard this kind of talk
before, and perhaps paid little attention to it, since it
commonly came from people who deduced from these
premises that no argument was possible between
France and Germany. Here, however, he found a
blend of asperity and conciliation, an emphatic state-
ment of the nationalist standpoint combined with a
clear readiness to reach an understanding.

"But your leading industrials have deliberately
wrecked any policy that involved carrying out the
terms of the Treaty," objected Barthou.

" Once we become convinced that such a policy will
be not without advantages for us, you will see that
Germany will not hold back. If Europe is ever to find
rest and recuperation, the only way is an understanding
between Germany and France, and such an tinder-
standing can first be reached in the sphere of commerce,
by a rapprochement between French and German
industry."

There is no other way. . . .

In that eventful autumn of 1922 that so profoundly
changed his outlook in many respects, he found this
way, and thereafter ;aever left it.